
CRP 43 

April 2012 Page 1 
 

CRP Specifications for Maintenance & Management 
Assess Control 472, Operation & Maintenance 327 and Mid-Contract Management 327 

 
Owner: Tract No.: 
Operator: Farm No.: 
County: Field Numbers: 
Specification Date: Total Contract Acres: 
CRP Sign-up#:  
CP Practice: Cover Points: 10, 40, 50 
Cover Requirements: 
Proposed Treatment(s) and acres: 
 
 
 
 

Purpose: Maintain and manage the perennial vegetative cover (grasses, wildflowers, legumes, shrubs & 
trees) to provide the intended environmental benefits for the entire contract period. 
 

Access Control:  
1. Haying and grazing: All domestic animals must be excluded from ground enrolled in CRP for the life of the 

contract.  Managed haying or grazing is subject to specific restrictions.  Contact your local USDA Service 
center for more specific rules related to haying or grazing CRP lands. 

2. Other unapproved uses include long term placement and storage of hay/straw stacks or machinery on CRP 
acreage.  Any activity that may harm the vegetative cover on CRP contracted acres is not allowed without 
prior approval by the FSA County Committee. 

3. Vehicle traffic should be limited to prevent a road from being established. 
4. People: Large gatherings of people (such as concerts and events) are prohibited on CRP acreage without 

prior approval by the FSA County Committee. 
 

Operation & Maintenance: 
1. It is the responsibility of the operator to maintain the stand for the life of the contract.  If shrubs or other 

desirable species are destroyed, participants may be required to replant, without cost-share.   
2. Weed Control: Failure to control weeds for the entire contract period is a violation of the contract. Mow, 

spray weeds, and provide erosion control or other measures as needed to maintain plant health, vigor and 
stand density.  Weed control activities are required when the CRP stand is in jeopardy of degrading below 
minimum standards. 

3. Noxious weeds must be controlled in accordance with county and state weed laws. 
4. Spraying: Follow the label directions and heed all precautions listed on the label.  Check state and local 

regulations and consult your Cooperative Extension Service county agent or local pesticide dealer 
representative to verify your intended use is still registered.  Participants may be required to replant, 
without cost-share, any desirable species that are destroyed.  Consider spot spraying to minimize risks. 

5. If required, maintain wildlife food plots for the duration of the contract. 
6. The primary nesting season in Washington is April 1 through July 1.  The Washington State FSA Committee 

prohibits activities, including maintenance practices, which significantly disturb the perennial cover during 
this period. 

7. Mowing is allowed only after July 1 and when the grasses have gone to seed.  Set mower height no lower 
than 3 inches to protect plant crowns while still removing enough dead plant material to expose the grass 
to sunlight.  Annual mowing of the entire contract acreage is prohibited after stand establishment. 
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8. Burning is not recommended for general maintenance due to air quality issues. 
9. Thin areas may be improved by harrowing, mowing or broadcasting seed in the late fall prior to snowfall. 
 
 

Mid-Contract Management (scheduled about years 4-6 of the contract): 
1. The practices listed below are intended to maintain stand vigor and diversity, sustain wildlife, provide 

erosion control and air quality benefits. 
2. Mid-contract management shall be scheduled no later than year 6 of the contract and may be scheduled 

more than once during the contract period. 
3. Conducting management practices during the nesting season (April 1 – July 1) is prohibited unless 

authorized by the FSA County Committee. 
 
Mowing: Use on stands or areas where shrubs are absent or sparse.  If shrubs are destroyed by mowing, 
participants may be required to replant, without cost-share.  Mowing after grasses have produced seed can 
scatter seed and reduce excess residue.  Set mower height no lower than 3 inches. 
 
Harrowing: Harrowing with spring tooth or heavy harrow after grasses have produced seed can scatter seed 
and reduce excess residue.   
 
Light Chiseling: Chisels or field cultivators with points (do not use sweeps) may be used.  Spacing should 
generally be 24” to 30” and the points should penetrate no more than 3” to 5”.  Chiseling can help breakup 
residue and increase water infiltration. 
 
Herbicide Applications: Use on stands where weed competition is threatening the desirable perennial plant 
species.  Herbicides must be applied in accordance with label directions.  Check state and local regulations and 
consult your Cooperative Extension Service county agent or local pesticide dealer representative to be sure 
your intended use is still registered.  Participants may be required to replant, without cost-share, any desirable 
species that are destroyed.  Consider spot spraying to minimize risks. 
 
Interseeding: Contact your local NRCS office for site specific recommendations. 
 
Reseeding: Use on areas and stands that no longer provide wildlife habitat, erosion control and other benefits.  
The seedbed should be the same as for a new seeding.  Do NOT create a pulverized, dust mulch.  Use the seed 
mix and seeding rate provided in the original plan unless authorized by NRCS. 
 
Fertilizing:  Use on weed-free stands that are thinning or declining in vigor.  A maximum of 30 pounds of 
nitrogen and no more than two applications are allowed during the life of the contract.  In areas with 14 inches 
or less of annual precipitation, nitrogen application should be fall applied.  In areas with more than 14 inches 
of annual precipitation, nitrogen application may occur in fall or spring.   
 
All tree & shrub plantings, wildlife food plots and watering facilities must be protected from any damage 
due to management activities. 
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Client’s Acknowledgement (sign after job sheet is completed but before practice installation): 
By signing below, I acknowledge that: 

• I have reviewed & understand the specific installation specs, and operation & maintenance 
requirements for this site 

• I will install, operate and maintain my CRP contract in accordance to these specifications 
• I will make no changes to the planned design and installation without prior written approval from the 

Natural Resource Conservation Service 
• I will obtain all necessary permits prior to the start of installation of this conservation practice 
• I will also comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the installation of this conservation 

practice 
• I assume responsibility for notifying all Utilities affected by the installation, operation and maintenance 

of this conservation practice 
 
 
__________________________________________________         ________________________________ 
Client’s Signature               Date 
 
 
Practice Design Certification (sign after job sheet is complete but before practice installation) 
By signing below, I certify that: 

• The conservation practice plan and design outlined in this job sheet specifications meet the practice 
criteria, purposes, site conditions and client objectives 

• I have the required Job Approval Authority required for this conservation practice 
 
 
__________________________________________________        __________________________________ 
NRCS Technician Signature              Date 
 
__________________________________________________        __________________________________ 
Print Name         Title 
 
 
 
Practice Installation Certification (sign after practice completion and check out) 
By signing below, I certify that: 

• This practice has been installed according to the job sheet specifications listed above 
• I have the required Job Approval Authority for this conservation practice installed 

 
 
__________________________________________________        __________________________________ 
NRCS Technician Signature              Date 
 
__________________________________________________        __________________________________ 
Print Name         Title 
 
 


