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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF VERDE KILEINGRASS

The Texas Agricultural Experiment Station; Soil Conservation Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, and Agricul tural Research, Science and
Vducation Adeindstration, U.S, hepariment of Agriculture; announce the
releasc and naning Of Verde kleingrass. |t was dcvcloped by the Texas
Apricultural Experiment Station, Collepe Station, Texas in cooperation
with Soil Censervation Service, and Agricultural Research, USDA.

Verde kleingrass (Papicun coloratum L.) is a synthetic variety de-

veloged thrauvph two cycles of maternal line selection. 7The first cyclice
was bascd on open-pollinated progenv performance and the sccond cycle
on performance of progery resuluing frém restricted interpollination of
superior plants selected in the first cyele. 7Two polycrosses were involved
in the second cycle and they were cowbined tu produce Verde.

Verde has been evaluated for seed size and secdling vignr in the
laboratary, controlled environment facilitices and greenhouse. Scedling
vipor, forage praduction, forape quality and sced production have been

evaluated in replicated field trials. The advantages OVer the prezently



available cultivar (Fleingrass 75) are (1) larger seed and (2) improved
seedling vigor. Verde is equal or superior to Kleingrass 75 in forage
quality and secd production, and equal to or slightly lower than klein-
grass in forage production. While Kleingrass 75 is readily used by game
birds, larger seed will enhance its value as a gamebird food source. The
larper seed also impart ivncreased seedling vigor which is important in
establishment and early production. The primary use iS expected to be in
conjunction with game bird interests in South and Central Teoxas.

The new cultivor gets its name from its grecen color contrasted to
the bluish types found in the same species. The green ty4pes also generally
have smaller stems and leaves than the blue types.

Three classes of seed (Brceders, Foundation, Certificd) of Verde
kleingrass are recognized. Breecder seed will bc maintained by the Soil
and Crop Sciences Dcpartment, Texas Agricultural Experiment Statioa.
Foundation secd will be maintained and distributed by the Foundation Sced

Sevwvice, Texas Agricultural Station,

Sugpested release date for Verde kleingrass, April 1, 1981.
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