'Golden Jubilee' black-eyed susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
For Seed Production

Description: 'Golden Jubilee' black-eyed
Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) has been released
by the Ecological Sciences Division of the
USDA, Soil Conservation Service as an im-
proved cultivar of the species. 'Golden
Jubilee' 1s a self-reseeding biennial.
'Golden Jubilee' has a more compact growth
form (55 c¢m. high X 55 c¢cm. wide in second
year), and the longest blooming period

(14 weeks) of all black-eyed susans tested
in New York. Less than 5%of the stand

will bloom late in the first year, with
solid flowers in the second year. The
seed produced is small, averaging

1,500,000/1b., but IS easily combined
and cleaned.

Site: 'Golden Jubilee' 1S very widely
adapted and grows on most soils that
are not excessively wet or heavy in
texture. Full sun is required. The
field selected for seed production
should be nearly level.

Planting Method: Prior to seedbed
preparation, approved herbicides may
be used to control perennial weeds.
The seedbed should be conventionally
prepared and cultipacked prior to
planting. Precision seeders are
best used for planting due to the
low seeding rate. Seed should be
planted % inch deep, and cultipacked
after planting.

Lime and, Fertilizer: A soil pH range of 6.5 to 6.8 iIs recommended.
Fields should be side-dressed with 300 lbs/acre of 10-10-10
fertilizer during mid-July of the seeding year.

Rate of Seeding: 1 pound per acre.

Date,of Seeding: Plant as soon as possible in the spring after
the last killing frost.
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Management: 'Golden Jubilee' will germinate within 10 days
after planting. While the plants are in the 1-3 leaf stage,
they are sensitive to herbicide application. After reaching
the 4-6 leaf stage, pre—-emergent herbicides such as Oryzalin
or Trifluralin can be safely used. In the fall of the first
year, Pronamide can be safely used for control of weeds. All
herbicides should be used at recommended label rates. Mowing
above the 'Golden Jubilee' can also be used to control annual
weeds during the first year.

Insect and Disease Cwondgel: There are no known serious pests
of black-eyed susan. Approved insecticides may be used should
insect control become necessary.

Seed Harvesting: Seed normally matures in the latter part of
August under southern New York state conditions (Latitude 42°
North). The seed does not shatter readily, so hatvest can be

delayed until nearly all flowers have finished blooming. The
seed can be combined using a high cylinder speed, 7/64 scréen
size, and no air. The side air intakes on the combine may need
to be sealed off, depending on the machine.

Seed Drying: Seed from the combine will be mixed with some
pieces of leaves, stems and green seed, and may require drying
immediately after harvest.

Seed Cleaning: Cleaning can usually be accomplished with a two
screen fanning mill using a 6/26 wire top screen, a 50 X 50

wire bottom screen and very little air. |If additional separation
is required, a gravity table will accomplish this quite well

Caution: Use pesticides only when needed. Follow directions
and precautions as prescribed on container label. If pesticides
are handled or applied improperly or if unused portions are not
disposed of safely, they may be injurious to humans, domestic
animals, desirable plants and fish or wildlife. They may also
contaminate water supplies. AR
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