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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATION, ECOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  

and the  

NEW JERSEY AGRICULTURAL EXPERIMENT STATION 

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY 

N E W  BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 

NOTICE OF RELEASE OF 'SEA. ISLE' JAPANESE SEDGE 

The United S t a t e s  Department of Agr icu l ture ,  S o i l  Conservation 

Se rv ice ,  and t h e  New J e r s e y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Experiment S t a t i o n  announce 

t h e  release of 'Sea I s l e '  Japanese sedge (Carex kobomugi Ohwi) . 
was developed by t h e  S o i l  Conservation Serv ice  P lan t  Materials Center  

! a t .  Cape May Court House, New Je r sey .  

It 

The o r i p i n a l  p l a n t s  were c o l l e c t e d  on I s l a n d  Beach S t a t e  Park, New 

J e r s e y  i n  1965. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  was des igna ted  a s  NJ-406 

and l a t e r  a s  PI-433953. Japanese sedge was f i rs t  observed a long  

t h e  United S t a t e s  coas t  about 1925. Stands a r e  uniform i n  

appearance and may have developed from t h e  same c l o n a l  mater ia l .  
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Japanese sedge i s  a low growing, l e a f y ,  slowly spreading pe renn ia l  

sedge. The g rass- l ike  leaves  of Sea Is le  a r e  l ea the ry ,  l i g h t  green 

i n  color ,  and range from 4-10 mi l l imeters  i n  w i d t h .  

rhizomes r e s u l t  i n  the  formation of new colonies .  Seeds a r e  

produced but most n a t u r a l  propagfation i s  vege ta t ive .  

p l a n t s  a r e  about 30 cm t a l l .  I n i t i a l  t r ansp lan t ing  m o r t a l i t y  i s  

o f t en  high, however, t h e  surv iv ing  p l a n t s  p e r s i s t  and spread slowly 

i n t o  exce l l en t  s t ands ,  The d e n s i t y  of s tands  v a r i e s  from open 

cover i n  new p lan t ings  t o  almost completely covering the  s o i l  i n  

mature s t ands .  The most outs tanding a t t r i b u t e s  of Sea I s l e  a r e  

i t s  long l i f e ,  low f e r t i l i t y  requirements, and r e s i s t a n c e  t o  d isease ,  

insec ts  and foot  t r a f f i c  on sand dunes. 

The p r i n c i p a l  use of Sea I s l e  w i l l  be for  i n t e r p l a n t i n g  w i t h  o r  i n t o  

s t ands  of American beachgrass and f o r  u s e , i n  a r e a s  of heavy foo t  

t r a f f i c  on c o a s t a l  dunes. 

Numerous s t o u t  

Mature 
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Propagation w i l l  be by vegeta t ive  means. 

, 
, ~ i e l d  tests of Sea Isle show i t  t o  be w e l l  adapted from Long Is land,  I 

~ 

New York southward through South Carolina.  Addit ional  p lan t ings  I 

are being conducted t o  determine i t s  adapta t ion  t o  more nor thern  

and southern l o c a t i o n s ,  

I '  

Breeder ma te r i a l  of Sea I s l e  w i l l  be maintained by t h e  S o i l  Conser- 

va t ion  Service .  

May Plant  Mater ia ls  Center, Cape May Court House, New Je r sey  08210. 

Foundation p l a n t s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Cape 
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