
 

Fall 2008 

Volume 8 Issue 4 

Published quarterly by the Bismarck Plant Materials Center for NRCS Field Offices in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota 
http://Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov/ndpmc 

Native Cherry Species Offered Again for 2009 
 

Black cherry (Prunus serotina) and pin cherry (Prunus  
pennsylvanica) will again be offered for field plantings in 
2009.  Field planting evaluations for 2008 are still being  
completed, but the initial establishment results for both  
species looks good.  Black cherry overall has been rated 
higher than the pin cherry.  Both species have attractive 
spring flowers and produce edible fruit desirable to many 
wildlife species.  The black cherry is not a high preference 
deer or rabbit browse and young trees often escape damage.
It also has a growth habit similar to green ash and is being 
recommended as an alternative species.  Additional  
information for both species can be found in the attached 
“Plant Materials Available for North Dakota, South Dakota, 
and Minnesota.”  Minnesota contacts will be receiving a  
separate bulletin with this information. 

Dwight Tober, Plant Materials Specialist

  

     

 

Black cherry seedlings off  
to a good start in a field planting  

near Warren, Minnesota 

Seeding Silver Buffaloberry 
 

Silver buffaloberry (Shepherdia argentea) has been  
successfully established from seed in test plots and variance 
seedings in North Dakota.  This species has performed the 
best of numerous native shrub entries tested.  Both spring 
and fall dormant plantings worked well.  Variance guidelines 
recommend that the shrub seed be planted with ½-rate of 
grass seed.  Silver buffaloberry has 41,000 seeds/lb. The  
recommended “spot” seeding rate of 4.2 PLS lbs/ac will plant 
4 seeds/ft2.  The area seeded to buffaloberry should be 
mowed in mid-June the first two years following seeding to 
reduce the shading effect and level of competition.  Silver 

buffaloberry is a strongly suckering native shrub species  
desirable for wildlife cover and habitat.  It produces a small, 
generally red-colored fruit edible to humans and wildlife.   
Establishing “thickets” of silver buffaloberry from seed is  
significantly less expensive than traditional machine planting 
with associated weed control.  Suggested landscape position 
is mid to high prairies on well drained soils. 
    Dwight Tober, Plant Materials Specialist 

 

A five–year 
old thicket of 

two to  
three-foot 

buffaloberry 
plants 

established 
from seed 

near 
Cooperstown, 
North Dakota. 

Seed/Plant Vendors Lists Updated  
 

The “Conservation Seed/Plant Vendors List”, and the “Prairie 
Landscaping Seed/Plant Vendors List” for North Dakota, 
South Dakota, and Minnesota have been updated for 2008.  
The lists are found on the Bismarck PMC homepage website, 
or in each States’ eFOTG in Section 1 under References, and 
then Plant Materials.  Plant materials are coded for each  
vendor including Certified Seed, Seed, Vegetative Trees and 
Shrubs, Vegetative Herbaceous Plants, and Vegetative  
Wetland Plants.  Websites and/or e-mail addresses are hot 
linked for each vendor.  Changes or additions can be  
requested at any time by contacting me. 
    Dwight Tober, Plant Materials Specialist 

 

Reminder: 
PM-9’s for plant materials requests are due prior to: 

December 3rd (North Dakota)  
December 9th (Minnesota) 
January 7th (South Dakota) 

“Helping People Help the Land” All programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis. 
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