
Seed 
News

Plant Materials Center, Bismarck, North Dakota

by Wayne Markegard, Plant Materials SpecialistFebruary 2012

New Plant Materials Specialist
Greetings to all of you who support and participate in our efforts to provide improved plant materials to this region! I 

officially started in mid-November, and I am working diligently to get up to speed on all that the plant materials program 
entails. You were previously well-served by Dwight Tober, who retired from this position last September. Dwight now 
volunteers on a regular basis at the Bismarck Plant Materials Center, and is also helping me make this transition from 
my previous position as a RC&D Coordinator. I am a North Dakota native with farming and Extension Service background 
prior to my connection with the NRCS in 2004. As a lifelong resident of this area, I continue to appreciate the natural 
beauty, resource diversity, and productivity of our environment in the upper Midwest. Above all, I greatly respect those 
who are the true stewards of these abundant resources; those who work to sustain and/or improve on what we have 
been provided. I look forward to meeting and working with you, and welcome your input as we meet the challenge of 
providing relevant plant materials in the future.

A Diverse Big Bluestem
A new big bluestem 

release by the Bismarck 
PMC is planned for later this 
year. Seed supply is being 
increased at the PMC and 
release procedures are in 
progress. The proposed name 
is Bounty Germplasm. It will 
be a pre-varietal release that 
has potential to be certified 
as Select Class seed. It is 
broadly adapted to Minnesota, the eastern Dakota’s, and surrounding regions in the 
Northern Great Plains and Upper Midwest. Bounty Germplasm originates from a multi-
state plant collection from 326 sites. The parent material was a composite developed 
from 82 plants selected from a 4000-plant assembly of Minnesota and eastern South 
Dakota origin big bluestem plants. The selected plants were clonally propagated 
and breeder seed (generation 0) was harvested. Bounty Germplasm big bluestem 
is a leafy, fine stemmed, early maturing germplasm that ranks high in protein and 
feed value when compared to other popular varieties that are adapted to this area. 
It will provide a more genetically diverse, native release that is broadly adapted to 
this region. It has been developed for conservation use in native plantings with the 
primary objective of ecological revegetation, wildlife habitat, and forage production.

Prairie Sandreed and Sand Bluestem
The Bismarck PMC has completed publication of a 20-page booklet 

summarizing performance trials of various varieties of prairie 
sandreed and sand bluestem in Minnesota, North Dakota, and South 
Dakota. Replicated data was evaluated from 6 different sites over 
a 6-year period. Variety recommendations and key management 
considerations are also included. This booklet is available 
electronically (http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/pubs/
ndpmcpu10440.pdf) from our website homepage, or hardcopies can 
be obtained by contacting the Bismarck PMC.
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Service, now Natural Resources 

Conservation Service. 
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Possible Future Releases
The PMC is currently evaluating several grass species for potential release. These include Virginia wildrye, 

Indiangrass, prairie sandreed, prairie dropseed, prairie junegrass and sand bluestem. There is a good possibility of 
improved selections being available in the future for seed increase and conservation use.

Growers of Bismarck PMC Grass and Forb Releases
With increased demand for native forbs and legumes, it is worth noting the PMC has available quantities of Bismarck 

Germplasm purple prairieclover and Medicine Creek Germplasm Maximilian sunflower for increase. Inventories of most 
grasses are also larger, especially native warm-season varieties. 

Occasionally, the PMC surveys known growers of Bismarck PMC releases to determine what species they have in 
seed production. Those that respond and give their consent are added to our grower list which is available to the 
public. It can be found at the “Seed Price Lists and Vendors Lists” link at the bottom of our PMC homepage at http://
www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/ndpmc/.

Foundation Seed Order Information 2012
Following are prices of Foundation and Select Class grass and forb seed produced by the Bismarck PMC. This seed 

is for sale through NDSU Foundation Seedstocks to commercial seed growers for the sole purpose of certified seed 
production. To order seed, contact the PMC by email at Wayne.Duckwitz@nd.usda.gov or Nancy.Jensen@nd.usda.gov 
or call (701) 250-4330. All seed prices are subject to change. Once ordered, a confirmation letter will be sent from the 
PMC and billing will be sent from NDSU Foundation Seedstocks. Payment in full to NDSU Foundation Seedstocks must 
be received before seed shipment. If payment is not received within 30 days, the order will be cancelled. Prices are 
based on a Pure Live Seed (PLS) pound. Shipping charges (in the U.S.) will be $1.00/PLS pound.

RELEASES CLASS* COMMON NAME COST/PLS LB

Native Warm-Season Grasses U. S. Dollars

Badlands Ecotype Select  (G2) little bluestem 16.00

Itasca Germplasm Select  (G2) little bluestem 16.00

Bad River Ecotype Select  (G2) blue grama 16.00

Bison Foundation big bluestem 10.00

Bonilla Foundation big bluestem 10.00

Dacotah Foundation switchgrass 6.00

Forestburg Foundation switchgrass 6.00

Pierre Foundation sideoats grama 14.00

Red River Germplasm Select  (G1) prairie cordgrass 80.00

Tomahawk Foundation Indiangrass 12.00

Native Cool-Season Grasses

Lodorm Foundation green needlegrass sold out

Mandan Foundation Canada wildrye 8.00

Rodan Foundation western wheatgrass 6.00

Introduced Grasses

Mankota Foundation Russian wildrye 8.00

Nordan Foundation crested wheatgrass 6.00

Manifest Foundation intermediate wheatgrass 4.00

Manska Foundation pubescent wheatgrass 4.00

Reliant Foundation intermediate wheatgrass 4.00

Native Forbs/Legumes

Bismarck Germplasm Select  (G1) narrow-leaved purple coneflower 200.00

Bismarck Germplasm Select  (G1) purple prairieclover 30.00

Bismarck Germplasm Select  (G1) stiff sunflower 250.00

Medicine Creek Germplasm Select  (G1) Maximilian sunflower 50.00
*Generation number for select class materials is shown in parentheses (G1 = generation 1).
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