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Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center - Coffeeville, MS                Fall, 2010 

Native Warm-Season Grass 
Forage Tour a Success

 
Cattle producers and NRCS personnel 
from Mississippi and Tennessee recently 
attended the Native Warm-Season Grass 
Forage Tour at the Jamie L. Whitten 
Plant Materials Center on September 
14th.  Approximately 50 participants 
toured the PMC and observed native 
warm-season grass projects including 
silvopasture plots and haying/baling of 
nwsg’s.  Special thanks to Deborah 
Logan, NRCS Public Affairs, for 
documenting this event through her 
photographs. Plant Materials Center on 
September 14th.  Approximately 50 
participants toured the PMC and 
observed native warm-season grass 
projects including silvopasture plots and 
haying/baling of nwsg’s.  Special thanks 
to Deborah Logan, NRCS Public 
Affairs, for documenting this event 
through her photographs.

 
The tour began with Lamar Burgess, 
PMC Manager, welcoming guests and 
giving an introduction and history of the 
Jamie L. Whitten PMC. 
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The first tour stop was a planting of 
‘Highlander’ eastern gamagrass that was 
cut and baled as a forage demonstration. 
 

 
Walter Jackson (right), NRCS Grazing 
Lands Specialist, was on hand to discuss 
the use of nwsg’s in a grazing situation. 
 

 
Lamar discusses switchgrass as forage 
on the second stop on the tour.    

 
Despite below-average rainfall and no 
supplemental fertilization during the 
growing season, the PMC’s nwsg plots 
cut approximately 5 bales per acre in 
contrast to plots of bahiagrass that 
yielded less than 2 bales per acre. 
 

 
Dr. Rocky Lemus, Extension Forage 
Specialist, Mississippi State University, 
talks about palatability of switchgrass. 
 

 
Third stop: Alan Holditch (right), NRCS 
Forester, discusses the benefits of the 
silvopasture system. 
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A trailer load of hungry guests returns to 
PMC headquarters.

 
Tony Mason (left), NRCS Yalobusha 
Co. and Brad Shedd, MSWCC did an 
outstanding job feeding the crowd. 

 
Sunn Hemp Update 

 
Data collection has begun on the sunn hemp adaptability study.  The study plots are 
located at the Alcorn State University Extension/Research Farm in Mound Bayou, 
Mississippi. 
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MSPMC Manager 
Talks Pollinators at 
Alcorn Field Day 

 

 
Lamar Burgess, MSPMC manager, was 
on the speaking agenda for the Fall 
Vegetables Field Day held at Alcorn 
State University Extension/Research 
Farm in Mound Bayou, Mississippi on 
September 16, 2010.  The theme of this 
year’s field day was “Enhancing Farm 
Income Through the Adoption of 
Alternative Enterprises.”  Lamar gave an 
informative presentation on pollinator 
habitat for crop production. 

Wildflower Planting 
at Choctaw Lake 

 

 
MSPMC staff, Otis Pomerlee (top) and 
Jon Allison, recently completed a one-
acre wildflower planting at Choctaw 
Lake Campground, located about 5 miles 
south of Ackerman, Mississippi in the 
Tombigbee National Forest.  This 
planting will provide pollinator habitat, 
spring and summer color for visitors, 
and will reduce mowing maintenance at 
the facility.  

 
Rivercane Collected for Native American Tribe. 

 
2010 was second year that the MSPMC 
was able to provide rivercane to the 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians of 
Atmore, Alabama.  This is an on-going 
project to assist the Poarch in their 
efforts to re-introduce native bamboo, or 
rivercane [Arundinaria gigantea 
(Walter) Muhl.], on tribal lands.  
Rivercane was an indispensable plant in 
the cultures of several southeastern 
tribes.  It was utilized for weapons, 
building materials, flutes, fish traps, and 
basketry.  The PMC collected rivercane 
from several sites in Mississippi.
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On October 18, Alex Alvarez, Cultural Educator for the Poarch Band of Creek Indians, 
and a group of young people from the Tribe made the long drive from Atmore, Alabama 
to the PMC to pick up their rivercane.  During their visit, there was time for a short tour 
of the Center and a cookout.  Once back in Alabama, this group will be planting the 
rivercane.  These were some great kids and the staff of the PMC wishes them all the best! 

 

 
Front l-r: Alex Alvarez, Tori Gibson, Winston Barron, Derrek Gibson, Quentin Smedley, 
and Hunter Clark.  Rear l-r: Tony Mason, Yalobusha Co. NRCS Soil Conservationist, 
C.J. Linam-Green, Amber Smith, Hailey Clark, Marilee Bell, and Brad Rolin. 
 

 

 

 
  

 



6 
 

Looking for Information on Vegetative Solutions to Conservation Problems? 
 
Visit the Plant Materials Program Website! 
 

• Plant Fact Sheets on conservation plants. 
• Information on obtaining conservation plants. 
• Publications and technology development from 27 PMCs across the country. 
• New improved plants, uses and technology. 
• Links to websites with additional or supporting information. 

 
United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service 
 
Jamie L. Whitten Plant Materials Center 

 

 
 
2533 County Road 65 
Coffeeville, MS 38922 
 
Phone: (662) 675-2588 
Fax: (662) 675-2369 
 
PMC Staff 
Lamar Burgess – Manager 
Tommy Moss – Agronomist 
James Pomerlee – Gardener 
Jon Allison – Gardener 
 
"The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 

http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/�
http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/mspmc/�
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