Brassica Cover Crops: Considerations from a Recent Mild Winter
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COMPARISON OF
TWO MOST RECENT

WINTERS
Accumulated GDDs @ Base 32°F
Winter 2010-11 Winter 2011-12
144 432
BRASSICA PLOT
MANAGEMENT
4 Replicates in RCB Design
23 August 2010 brassica 2 September 2011
planting date brassica planting date
Oilseed radish @ 10 Ibs/acre
Mustard @ 8 Ibs/acre
Rapeseed @ 5 Ibs/acre
Forage turnip @ 2 lbs/acre
Irrigation for brassica germination and emergence OAT YIELD FO L LOW' N G
Oats drilled into brassicas in following spring B RASS I CA P LAN T
Qats harvested in summer for yield determination OVE RWINTERED
POPULATION IN APRIL S 5 A4 e
BRASSICA VER CROP
FOLLOWING FALL eV b,
More complete data and analysis will be included in
(1e:0f coptiol forthcoming doctoral dissertation by Victoria Ackroyd
PLANTING Summer Summer £ : Lok
Live Plants/f < 2011 2012
Cover Crop April 2011 | April 2012 Oilseed radish oAt e a! 426
Oilseed radish 0.0 0.1 Mustard iffararce 292
Mustard 0.0 0.1 Rapeseed among cover 134
Rapeseed 0% 4.0 Forage turnip Ol Tl gt ool 306
Forage turnip 0.0 3.6 Control (w/o brassica) | "o 2vailable. 100
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