
   
 

National Ash Tree Seed Collection Initiative 
Now Being Handled By U.S. Forest Service 

 
Ash trees in the RLPMC Service Area are being attacked and destroyed by Emerald Ash Borer [Agrilus planipennis 
(Fairmaire)].  In 2005 the NRCS entered into a non-funded cooperative agreement with the USDA Agriculture 
Research Service (ARS) whereby the Rose Lake PMC initiated a seed collection effort and the ARS National Center 
for Genetic Resource Preservation Center in Ft. Collins, Colorado would store seed in their long-term storage 
facility.  U.S. Forest Service provided x-ray analysis on seed provided. 
 
Approximately 250 samples from collections in 2005-08 were submitted to ARS.  These came from California, 
Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Utah, 
Virginia, West Virginia, and Wisconsin on non-tribal and tribal lands and were provided by NRCS and District 
personnel and the general public. 
 
Through a recent modification of the above agreement, approximately 50 additional ash seed samples collected in 
2009 (plus several from 2010) were submitted to the U.S. Forest Service for processing and eventual storage with 
Germplasm Resources Information Network (GRIN).   
 
In 2011 and forward the U.S. Forest Service will receive all collections directly from collectors, communicate data 
recordation needs and collection procedures and handle processing and archival functions. The website 
www.ashseed.org has been modified to note those changes and provide a link to the U.S. Forest Service website.     
 
The Plant Materials Program appreciates all the efforts of NRCS employees, the general public, and other 
conservation partners to collect ash seeds over the past six years. NRCS will continue to promote identification and 
collection of ash seeds. Please continue to identify and collect ash seeds for this important project. 
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Michigan NRCS Plant Materials Program Works with Native American 
Tribes to Propagate Culturally Significant Plants. 

 
The Plant Materials Program in Michigan has provided technical assistance to federally recognized American Indian 
Tribes for over 20 years.  There are currently 12 federally recognized tribes in Michigan and 11 in Wisconsin.   The 
purpose of the interaction has been to provide technical training on identification, propagation, and management of 
plants on tribal lands.  The Rose Lake Plant Materials Center has been involved in training tribal members on the 
propagation of several culturally significant plants including sweetgrass, white sage, wild cranberry, and black ash. 
The Michigan Plant Materials Program provides technical assistance to a tribe through the establishment of a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Natural Resources Conservation Service and the tribe.  That 
agreement allows for a formal “Government to Government” relationship between the United States government 
and the sovereign government of a federally recognized tribe.  The MOU is entered into by the NRCS State 
Conservationist and the appropriate leadership (individual or group) of the tribe. 
The Memorandum of Understanding and associated task agreements also provides a framework for the technical 
assistance to be provided.  Plants that are collected on tribal land and delivered to the Plant Materials Center as part 
of a MOU are considered property of the tribe, and materials propagated by the PMC are returned to the tribe.  Plant 
materials are not provided to other tribes or the general public without the expressed permission of the tribe that 
provided the original plant materials. 
In addition to plant propagation and management assistance the Michigan Plant Materials Program has used MOU’s 
to provide an administrative method to store ash seeds for the respective tribes through the National Ash Seed 
Collection Initiative.  Although the general ash seed collection has been provided to the US Forest Service, seeds 
collected by the tribes are still property of the respective tribes, and agreement modifications are being put in place 
to have tribes work with the seed storage facility in Fort Collins, CO. 

 

 

 

 

Tribal members learning about sweetgrass propagation and separation. 

Dave Burgdorf helping tribal 
member plant sweetgrass on 
tribal land Tribal members planting wild ginger on tribal land 



Field collection of Woodland Bluegrass needed. 

The Rose Lake Plant Materials Center is asking NRCS employees and other conservation partners to collect 
woodland bluegrass (Poa sylvestris) seeds.  Woodland bluegrass populations collected will be evaluated for 
potential as a conservation plant with the intention of releasing this species through the Plant Materials Program. 

Woodland bluegrass is a native cool-season perennial grass that grows 2-3 feet tall.  Soil erosion protection in 
wooded areas could be a primary conservation use for this plant.  In addition, this species might be used in 
waterways, filter strips, or other shaded areas where cool season grasses would be beneficial.  Woodland bluegrass 
provides habitat for several game birds and small mammals.   

This grass prefers dappled sunlight to light shade, moist to mesic conditions, and a rich loamy soil.  Woodland 
bluegrass is shade tolerant and tolerant to anaerobic conditions, but is not drought tolerant. The plant blooms in mid-
spring and seed production is complete by early – midsummer.  Harvest when seed is at hard dough stage.  Please 
collect a seeds from a minimum of 25 plants at each collection site and send the seed, with a completed Plant 
Materials Collection Information Sheet to the Rose Lake Plant Materials Center.   

 

 

Drawing by Agnes Chase from 
 Norman C. Fassett's Grasses of Wisconsin 
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Please visit the Plant Materials website to find more information on 
using plants to solve conservation problems: 

http://Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov 

http://plants.usda.gov 

 

Rose Lake Plant Materials Center 
7472 Stoll Road 

East Lansing, MI 48823 
Phone: 517-641-6300 

PM Specialist: 517-641-7831 
Fax: 517-641-4421 

Email: 
PMC Manager john.leif@mi.usda.gov 
PM Specialist dave.burgdorf@mi.usda 

 

 
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should 
contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice or TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, Room 326 W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenues, SW, Washington D.C., 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 
(voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
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