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w a s  r e l e a s e d  i n  1962 c o o p e r a t i v e l y  by t h e  Maryland 
t a t i o n  and t h e  Crops Research D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  U . S . D . A . ,  
' l a n t  M a t e r i a l  Cen te r  of S o i l  Conserva t ion  S e r v i c e ,  

,k f o r  a c e r t a i n  g r a s s  seed  m i x t u r e ,  it can  n o t  be u. e d  
was o r i g i n a l l y  named "Tuffy" b u t  because  t h i s  name 

Tufcote  Bermudagrass i s  a v a r i e t y  developed from a s i n g l e  s e e d l i n g  i n t r o -  
duced by General J a n  Smuts from Pretoria South Africa i n  1942.  
first w i n t e r  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  t h e  s e v e r a l  s t r a i n s  i n t r o d u c e d  by Genera l  
Smuts were s u b j e c t e d  t o  n a t u r a l  w i n t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  -17OF. 
t h e  on ly  one t o  s u r v i v e  and was s e l e c t e d  by F. J.  C r i d e r  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P l a n t  
Materials C e n t e r ,  S o i l  Conservat ion S e r v i c e ,  B e l t s v i l l e ,  Maryland for  i n c r e a s e .  
Tufco te  was f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e d  and t e s t e d  by K. B. Thornton.  Conserva t ion  p l a n t -  
i n g s  were made a t  a number of l o c a t i o n s .  Tufcote  was f u r t h e r  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t u r f  
p l o t s  at  t h e  U.S.D.A. P l a n t  I n d u s t r y  S t a t i o n  and i n  t h e  Byrd Stadium a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Maryland. 

During t h i s  

T h i s  p l a n t  w a s  

TUFCOTE UERVUDAGRASS ON 50 YARD LINE OF BYRD 
STADIUM 



CI ~ V U  CaLc UI SpZ6U a11u LLZI LPW g-n naDiT roms a aense sod wnlcn 1s 
drought to le ran t  and salt tolerant. 
hardiness and some tolerance t o  leaf diseases. 
color b e t t e r  i n  t h e  fa l l  than common Bemudagrass and many of the other  
Southen Bermudagrasses, It, of course, w i U  turn strw color dur ing t he  
winter months. 
noted in t he  Beltsville area. 
atively.  

Tufcote has a good degree of winter 
Tufcote w i l l  hold its green 

Tufcote wi l lpxduce seed heads but no viable  seed  has been 
Thus. it is n e c e s m  t o  propagate it veget- 

Tufcute-"Bermuh,,, 
the  tu r f . . ra ther  t han -t he  seed. 
t h e  pure'form is t o  purchase. Cer t i f ied sprigs ~or-p-thg stock. 

.late-summer, Sprigs..shouMbe f resh  and n o t  dry o r  wilted. P1anting.sprjg.s 
should be 3 t o - . 4  inchesJong with 'at. least-me node -or- joirr t-with leaves. 
P l a n t  t h e  sprigs. in rows 6 ta. U..inches .apart. The.closer the  rows t h e  
-quicker-the coverage. . Spacing i n  t he  row should-be from 6 t o  12 .inches 
-also. 
b e l a r - t h e  ground w i t h  one t o  two inches above the  ground. 
with .some leaves shuuld~ be - above. t h e  ground. 

cLIc.--ILI=u LiLLVwrr cIIr planring-uF-sprigs 'of 
The only sure way of obtaining Tufcote-.in- 

- Sprlgs-.-can.%e p l a n t e d - f r m  ear ly  spring. while it is yet dormant~rmti l  

When p l an t ingsp r ig s ,  one,end of t h e  spr ig  should be about 2..inches 
A  node^ or- j o i n t  

The sprigs can be planted by hand, using a too l  t o  open a slot-ana 
placing the  sp r ig  t o  the  desired depth or by use of a t ransplanter  or 
sprigger. 
w i t h  your h e e l  or by a presser wheel or t r ac to r  wheel. 

I n  e i t h e r  case be sure to f i r m  the  soi l  around t h e  sprig eithez 

It is desi rable  t o  keep a new planting moist u n t i l  ac t ive  growth of 
t h e  sp r ig s  is observed. 



be  m e  r e m i i i t y  needs. The PH 
01 zne s o u  s n o u a  De 0 ro b.> Tor rne best growth and t h e  most e f f i c i en t  
use of t h e  f e r t i l i z e r  t h a t  is applied. 

t he  Tufcote and annually i n  t h e  fall. 
i a l l y  an organic nitrogen during the  spring and summer w i l l  hasten t h e  spread 
and benef i t  t he  color. 

An application of a complete f e r t i l i z e r  should be made before establishing 
Sever& applications of nitrogen, espec- 

Management 

Tufcote Bermudagrass is a low-growing, sod-forming mass .  vet  for best  
appearance it should be mowed weekly durini  the  growing season at a height of 
1 /2  t o  1 inch. 

// 
Uses - lf 

Tufcote w i l l  f ind its best  use on fair- 
ways, play and a t h l e t i c  fields, u t i l i t y  
lawns, beach plantings, lawns for  summer 
homes by the beach, waterways, roadbanks 
and other c r i t i c a l  areas where tram2ling 
takes place, 

Sources of Material 

Iireeders Stock w i l l  bz maintained a t  the  National Flant Materials Center, 
S.C.S. Bel tsvi l le ,  Marylcnqi. It is not available f o r  zeneral dis t r ibut ion.  
Foundation Stock w i l l  be mclntained by t he  Univex-sity of Maryland f o r  use of 
ce r t i f i ed  growers, 

Certified spr igs  or s " d c  is available &om t h e  Cert i f ied Grass Gpowers 
Cooperative a t  Secretary, ii;;ryland. 
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