=NRC>

Tyy3 Plant Materials Program

Technology Development and Transfer

Drought ActivitiesIn the Northeast

The mission of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), Plant Materials Program is
to develop and transfer effective state-of-the-art Plant Sciences Technology to meet customer and
resource needs. NRCS Plant Materials activities are consistent with the objectives of the U.S.
Department of Agriculture and NRCS Strategic
Plans, namely to provide timely and effective
vegetative solutions for resource needs.

Currently, there are several activities that relate
directly to droughts. The Plant Materials Centers
in the Northeast Region include New York, New
Jersey, Maryland, and West Virginia.

Web Site Information
A Plant Materials Program Web Site is maintained to transfer
state-of-the-art Plant Sciences Technology to NRCS field offices,
land managers, and other cooperators. It features drought-
related work as well as other Plant Information. Plant Materials
is on the web at:

http:/ /Plant-Materials.nrcs.usda.gov

Work at the Big Flats Plant
Materials Center, New York.

Plant Information Available to manage
Drought-Related Conditions

e Plant Fact Sheets

e Information on Conservation Plant Releases
* Conservation Plant Sources Information

* Drought tolerant native plants

Current and Projected Activities

* Development and commercialization of drought-tolerant native plants, especially warm
season grasses

* Breeding and selection of Eastern Gamagrass to improve water and nutrient efficiency
during dry years

» Evaluating survival and performance of plants under existing drought conditions

* Native plant landscaping with species requiring minimum water

* Presenting an Eastern Native Grass Symposium in November to share information with
other agencies and partners.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require aternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (26RP720i@ and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write the USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Buildifigridtindependence Avenue, SW. Washington, D.C.,
20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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