
CRATERS OF THE MOON NATIONAL MONUMENT
1995 Annual Report

prepared by
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
ABERDEEN IDAHO PLANT MATERIALS CENTER

INTRODUCTION

The Aberdeen Plant Materials Center (PMC) entered into an agreement with Craters of
the Moon National Monument in 1993 to produce seed and plants of native plant species
for revegetation purposes and to develop propagation methods.  This agreement is in
effect through 1996.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Due to delays in beginning road construction in 1995, plant propagation was curtailed in
mid-March.  In early February, propagation of rubber rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus
nauseosus accession no. 9067522 and antelope bitterbrush Purshia tridentata accession
no. 9067521 began in the greenhouse.  The plants were maintained in the greenhouse
until mid-September when they were moved outside to a temporary lathhouse to
overwinter.  1956 Rubber Rabbitbrush and 340 Bitterbrush plants are being stored in the
lathhouse.

Needleandthread Stipa comata accession no. 9067516 seed was harvested from Field 3 in
July and personnel from Craters NM also collected additional seed to augment seed
produced at the PMC.  0.5 pounds (clean weight) were produced.  Craters personnel also
collected 5 pounds (uncleaned weight) of rubber rabbitbrush to augment previous
collections in case of loss of seed viability from earlier collections.

TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENTS

Work continues in preparation of a manuscript "Phenology Tracking Leading to Seed
Development of Mimulus nanus, Eriogonum ovalifolium, and Phacelia hastata" which
are important plants found at the Monument.  This study will provide guidance for future
seed collection of these species.
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