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Mesa State College Tour 

 
Johnnie Barton showing students the greenhouse 
facilities at UCEPC. 
 
Staff members of Upper Colorado Environmental 
Plant Center (UCEPC) Terri Blanke, Heather 
Woodruff, Rodney Dunham and Johnnie Barton 
gave a tour to 14 Mesa State College students and 
their professor on April 21, 2011. Rodney began the 
tour by explaining the first steps that UCEPC goes 
through when we receive seed shipments or have 
seed from a production field harvest. Rodney and 
Johnnie then explained how seed is cleaned and 
stored at the Center. Terri then showed the group 
the greenhouse facility and the plant materials we 
are currently growing. Heather ended the tour with 
a Powerpoint presentation explaining how native 
seed collections are attained and how the seed 
production fields at UCEPC work. Overall, the tour 
was very successful in teaching the students about 
the plant materials program and about UCEPC. 
 
 

Big Boy Toys 
On May 12, 2011, a Truax Rough Rider Rangeland 
Drill was delivered to UCEPC for product testing. 
The staff is very excited to try out the new drill. 
 

 
Truax drill being delivered by semi-truck.  
 

 
UCEPC staff posing with the new drill.  
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Ute Native American Presentation 
On Friday November 12, 2010, Terri Blanke and 
Heather Woodruff gave a presentation about the 
Meeker Plant Materials Center and the various 
projects that the Center has been involved with 
concerning the Native American Ute tribes. In total, 
there were about 30 attendees at the meeting. 
Attendees were from the Meeker area and the 
Uintah and Ouray Reservations. Attendees shared 
ideas addressing “What’s next?” in an effort to 
welcome the return of the Ute tribes back into the 
White River Valley so we may continue to learn 
more about their  heritage and culture.  
 

 
Clifford Duncan, Ute Native American elder, blesses the 
food before eating. 
 
Watershed Tour 
On Tuesday May 3, 2011, Heather Woodruff and 
Terri Blanke hosted a tour of the Meeker Plant 
Materials Center. The participants of the tour were 
the Northwest Colorado Watershed Partners. The 
partnering group included employees from Grand 
Junction, Craig, Steamboat and Meeker’s NRCS 
offices, Little Snake and White River BLM offices, 
Fish & Wildlife Service and the Tamarisk Coalition. 
Earlier in the day the partners learned about the 
projects and efforts happening in the Northwest 
Colorado Watershed and what they have to offer in 
terms of “lessons learned” that could be applied to 
tamarisk/Russian olive removal projects.  The group 
started at two tamarisk/Russian olive sites near 
Rangley, and then went on to a site named 
Beefsteak. Beefsteak is home to a successful 

UCEPC trial, which involved silver buffaloberry. 
The group got a chance to see a successful planting 
of several silver buffaloberries planted at various 
terraces in a riparian corridor. The group finished 
up there day at UCEPC with a tour of the 
production fields and facilities.  
    

 
Watershed attendees touring UCEPC production fields. 
                                                        
2nd Grader Garden 
On May 18, 2011, UCEPC staff members Terri, 
Johnnie and Heather helped forty-four second 
graders plant seventy-seven grasses, forbs and 
shrubs at the new Meeker Elementary School.  
After receiving a request from a local second grade 
teacher to get help on planting a native bird victory 
garden, UCEPC began digging some plant materials 
out of fields and growing other materials for this 
fun project. The second graders had learned how to 
create a lasagna layered garden. They placed 
newspapers, manure, soil and straw over their 
garden area. All they needed to add was the plants. 
The planting day went perfectly, and the kids were 
so excited to be planting and getting dirty. Each 
child got a chance to dig a hole and plant either a 
grass, forb or shrub. 
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Second graders planting a blanket flower in their 
bird victory garden. 
 
Saying Good-Bye 
December 7, 2010, the Meeker Plant Center said 
good-bye to its senior staff member.  After 30 plus 
years of service to the Meeker Plant Materials 
Center, Dr. Gary Noller officially closed his office 
door for the final time. Dr. Noller retired in 2004, 
but for the past few years would come into work 
every other Tuesday to help with plant 
identification, field inspections and seed shipments. 
However, the golf green was calling him and he 
decided it was time to officially retire and have 
some fun. We will miss him.   
 

 
Left to right; Terri Blanke, Marti Walsh, Steve 
Parr, Dr. Gary Noller, Rodney Dunham and 
Heather Woodruff. 

 
 
Meet the Board 
UCEPC is unique in the fact that it is owned by two 
Conservation Districts, Douglas Creek and White 
River. Because the Center is owned by the two 
Districts, UCEPC has a Board of Directors. Each 
newsletter will introduce a Board Member, one 
from either Douglas Creek or White River. 
  

 
 
Allen Jones 
White River Conservation District 
Occupation: Rancher 
Allan has lived in Rio Blanco County for thirty-nine 
years. Allan first moved to Meeker to work at the 
local veterinary clinic. He received his Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine degree from Colorado State 
University. Allan has retired from his practice, but 
remains an active rancher within the community 
that is passionate about conservation. Allan is also 
affiliated with the Meeker Lions Club, Masonic 
Lodge and the Division of Wildlife Commission. 
 

Colorado PMC Staff Members 
Steve Parr, PMC Manager 
Marti Walsh, Assistant Manager 
Terri Blanke, Plant Technician  
Heather Woodruff, Plant Scientist-Range Plants 
Rodney Dunham, Farm Foreman 
Johnnie Barton, Field Technician 
 

*Tours available during business hours*  
Monday- Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Closed all Federal Holidays 
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