
1 Booneville Plant Press, February 2012 

 

Center Happenings______________________________ 
 
The Booneville PMC would like to invite you to celebrate our 25th anniversary on  
May 9, 2012. A field day will be held in the afternoon and will include special 
presentations by guest speakers and a native grass planting demonstration. See 
page three of this newsletter for the agenda and featured speakers. Please call 
us at 479.675.5182 if you have any questions or would like more information. 
Landowners, conservation group members, and the public are welcome to 
attend!   
 
Sincerely, The Booneville PMC Staff 
 

If you’re planning to plant any native grasses 
this year, now is the time to buy your seed 
from a reputable vendor. Some native grass 
species require six weeks of cold stratification 
in the soil to germinate in the spring.  
 
Planting times should generally be from 
November 15 – March 1.  If you are planting a 
single native grass species, the seeding rate 
is generally three pounds per acre of pure live 
seed (PLS). If you are planting several native 
grass species in a mix, the seeding rate is 
generally five pounds per acre of PLS.  
Here are some helpful tips for purchasing the 
right amount of seed: (continued on page 2) 
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We’re on the Web! 
http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/arpmc   
 

Figure 1: A handful of big bluestem 
seed contains a significant portion of 

inert matter. 

Photo by Deborah Orick 

What’s inside: 

• Tips for buying native 
grass seed 

 
• ‘Bumpers’ Eastern 

Gamagrass commercial 
seed production 

 
• PMC 25th Anniversary 

Field Day Agenda 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming PMC Events 

• March 8th - State FFA 
Field Day 
 

• May 9th - PMC 25th 
Anniversary Field Day  

 
• May 15th - Xerces Society 

Pollinator Training 
 
 

 
 
 

Contact Us! 
 

Booneville PMC 
6883 South State Hwy 23 

Booneville, AR 72927 
Phone: 479.675.5182 

Fax: 479.675.5466 
 
 
 

http://www.plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/arpmc�
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Tips for Buying Native Grass Seed (continued) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‘Bumpers’ Eastern Gamagrass Commercial Seed Production   ___     

One of the primary goals of the Plant 
Materials Program is to develop native plant 
cultivars that can be widely distributed to 
solve resource concerns. The process of 
developing a new cultivar can take years and 
requires strenuous evaluations to assure 
performance. Technology and genetics 
developed for the new cultivar are then 
released for public use and large-scale 
distribution.   
 
  
‘Bumpers’ Eastern Gamagrass (Tripsacum 
dactyloides) was released by the Booneville 
PMC in 2008 and is now being sold to 
customers all over the United States by Ernst 
Conservation Seeds. Mark Fiely, 
Horticulturist for the company, says buyers of 
‘Bumpers’ have been wide-ranging—from 
university researchers to private companies 
interested in biofuel production.  
 
“We wanted to increase our markets in the 
southeastern United States and provide 
customers with plants that had the genetics 
to survive in their areas,” says Fiely. The 
company grows ‘Bumpers’ at their Maryland 
facility, where Fiely has observed impressive 
biomass production. In addition to the 
Maryland operation, the Pennsylvania-based 
company also has production farms in 
Oregon, Florida, and North Carolina. 
 
“The Plant Materials Program has provided 
seed companies with a fabulous skeleton to 
work with,” explains Fiely. The availability of 
large quantities of high-performing native 
cultivars like this may encourage greater 
research and conservation work in the 
private sector.  
 

• Don’t buy seed based on bulk weight. Some native grass seed, like big 
bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), contain chaffy materials like pieces of stem 
and other plant parts that do not germinate (called inert matter).  

 
• Rely on the pure live seed (PLS) amount (the percent that will actually 

germinate) in each bag, not the total weight. You can calculate this by using 
the information on the bag label. 

 
• See Arkansas NRCS Establishing Native Warm Season Grass Mixtures Fact 

Sheet for more information (including how to calculate Pure Live Seed (PLS): 
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AR/native_warm_season_grass.pdf  

Figure 3: ‘Bumpers’ vigorous growth after spring burning 

Figure 2: ‘Bumpers’ production fields seed out at the PMC 

http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/AR/native_warm_season_grass.pdf�
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PMC 25th Anniversary Field Day Agenda 
1:00 pm 

Welcome & brief presentation of the PMC’s history 
Cake & punch served 

 
1:30 pm 

Overview of PMC studies with switchgrass biofuels plots 
Special Guest Speakers: 

 Dr. Chuck West: University of Arkansas Professor,      
Forage & Biomass Physiology and Ecology 

    Alex Rocateli: University of Arkansas PhD candidate, 
Crop & Soil Science 

 
2:00 pm 

Overview of ‘Bumpers’ Eastern Gama Grass production 
 

2:30 pm 
Agroforestry Study (switchgrass & shortleaf pine) 

Special Guest Speakers: 
 Ray Stoner: NRCS Central Regional Forester 
 Joel Douglas: NRCS Central Regional PM Specialist 

 
3:00 pm 

Demonstration of seedbed preparation and planting of native 
warm season grasses by PMC staff 

 
 
 
 

Booneville Plant Materials Center 25th Anniversary Field Day Agenda__________ 
 
Please join us at the Booneville Plant 
Materials Center’s 25th Anniversary 
Field Day on Wednesday May 9, 2012!  
 
We will celebrate with an afternoon field 
day beginning with refreshments and 
cake. Current PMC studies will be 
highlighted with special presentations 
given by guest speakers. There will also 
be a demonstration of how to plant 
native warm season grasses using a no-
till seed drill. Please contact the PMC if 
you need more information or if you plan 
to attend and require special 
accommodations. 

About Us: 
The Dale Bumpers Small Farm Research Center is home to the USDA, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service- Booneville Plant Materials Center 
and the USDA Agricultural Research Service. The primary service area of 
the Center encompasses 53 million acres of Arkansas, Oklahoma and 
Missouri. We are located at: 6883 South State Hwy 23, Booneville, 
Arkansas 72927. You may contact us at (479) 675-5182, Fax: (479) 675-
5466. Our hours are from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday - Friday.  
 

If you would like a tour of the PMC, please call to schedule an appointment.  
Our staff members are: Randy King—Manager, Alayna Jacobs—Assistant Manager, Debbie Orick—Office Assistant, and 
Eddie Pratt and Dale Goff—Biological Science Technicians.   
 
Our Mission Statement:  
The mission of the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Plant Materials (PM) Programs is to develop, test, and transfer 
effective state-of-the-art plant science technology to meet customer and resource needs. NRCS PMC activities are consistent 
with the objectives of the current United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and NRCS Strategic Plan namely to provide 
timely and effective vegetative solutions for identified resource needs.  

 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
age, disability, and where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 

orientation, political beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance 
program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program 

information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

The Booneville PMC is located at the Dale 
Bumpers Small Research Center 
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